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教学内容与组织安排

I. Lead-in
What do you know about Pilgrim Fathers?

In 1620 one hundred Puritans boarded the ‘Mayflower’ bound for the NewWorld. These people were the
Pilgrim Fathers. The Pilgrim Fathers saw little chance of England becoming a country in which they
wished to live. They viewed it as un-Godly and moving from a bad to worse state. The Pilgrim Fathers
believed that a new start in the New World was their only chance.

A lot of the trials and tribulations about where they should sail to, the journey across the Atlantic to the
NewWorld and the initial problems experienced by the Pilgrim Fathers are contained in a diary written by
William Bradford.

“The place they thought of was one of those vast and unpeopled countries of America, which are fruitful
and fit for living. There are only savages and brutish men, just like wild beasts. This idea led to many and
different opinions. But, after many things were said, it was agreed by the major part to carry it out. Some
were keen for Guiana, or some of those fertile places in those hot climates. Others were for some part of
Virginia.

After they had enjoyed fair winds and weather for a time, they met cross winds and many fierce storms.
With these the ship was greatly shaken, and her upper decks made very leaky. In many of these storms,
winds were so fierce and the seas so high that they could not carry a scrap of sail. A in one of them, a lusty
young man called John Howland, coming for some occasion upon deck, was with a heel of the ship thrown
into the sea. But, it pleased God that he caught hold of the topsail ropes, which hung overboard and ran out
at length.”

On November 9th, 1620, the ‘Mayflower’ sighted what is now Cape Cod. Despite seeing land, the crew of
the ‘Mayflower’ searched for another month to find somewhere to land. Where they eventually landed was
called New Plymouth. On December 25th, after finding a place where the ‘Mayflower’ could be safely
anchored, the Pilgrim Fathers began to build the first house for common use. Bradford described in his
diary how the “foulness” of winter affected all and that many became sick. By February 1621, Bradford
claimed that 50% of the Pilgrim Fathers had died as a result of the cold weather and the inadequate
housing that they had built for themselves.

A Native American called Squanto helped those Pilgrim Fathers who survived the harsh winter. He
showed them how to sow maize and how to cultivate the crop. Bradford claimed that seeds brought from
England were of little use in their new environment. By the summer of 1621, the Pilgrim Fathers had built
houses for themselves and had gathered up a small harvest. Bradford claimed that:

“They were well recovered in health and strength, and had all things in good plenty. For, as some were
thus working in the fields, others took part in fishing for cod and bass and other fish. Of these, they took
good store, a large amount of which every family had its share. All the summer there was of no want. And



then began to arrive flocks of duck and geese.”

However, not all Native Americans were friendly. As a result, a wooden fence with watchtowers
surrounded the homes that had been built and the gates in the fence were locked at night. By 1622 the
Pilgrim Fathers had built a fort to protect themselves. It also served as a meeting place to discuss issues of
government within the new colony. Over the next few years, as life for Puritans became more
uncomfortable in England, more and more made the journey across the Atlantic. By 1630, their numbers
were such that the Puritans were able to establish the Massachusetts Bay Company and establish Boston,
which was to grow as a major port. Despite the privations of 1620, the Puritans founded colonies that
thrived and their success depended on fishing, shipbuilding, trade and farming.

II. An overview of religion in America

Religion in the United States is characterized by a diversity of religious beliefs and practices. Various
religious faiths have flourished, as well as perished, in the United States. Religions that span the
country'smulticultural immigrant heritage, as well as those founded within the country, have led the United
States to become one of the most religiously diverse countries in the world. A majority of Americans
report that religion plays a "very important" role in their lives, a proportion unique among developed
nations.

The majority of Americans (73–76%) identify themselves as Christians and about 15–20% have no
religious affiliation. According to the American Religious Identification Survey (ARIS) (2008) 76% of the
American adult population identified themselves as Christians, with 25% identifying themselves as
Catholics, and 51% identifying themselves as Christians spanning some 30 religious groupings. The same
survey says that other religions (including, for example, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, and Hinduism)
collectively make up about 4% of the adult population, another 15% of the adult population claim no
religious affiliation, and 5.2% said they did not know, or they refused to reply.[3] According to a 2012
survey by the Pew forum, 36 percent of Americans state that they attend services nearly every week or
more.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiculturalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developed_nation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developed_nation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Religious_Identification_Survey_(ARIS)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_the_United_States


Despite a high level of religious adherence, only 9% of Americans in a 2008 poll said religion was the
most important thing in their life, compared with 45% who said family was paramount in their life and
17% who said money and career was paramount.

III. Separation of Church and State
The First Amendment to the United States Constitution, the first of the Bill of Rights, states that, Congress
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. These
restrictions on federal action also apply to the states and their subdivisions. The establishment of
religion clause lays down the doctrine of separation of church and state. Strictly speaking, it means that
the United States was to have no state church, as was the case at the time in England (and still is the case).
The more accurate way of putting it would be to call it the nothing to do with religion doctrine.
Government under this concept governs with the consent of the people. The people have full religious
freedom.

Both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution are entirely secular documents whose primary
stress is, in the words of the Declaration, that governments are instituted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, a direct contradiction of the notion of a higher power, religious
or secular. Article Four of the Constitution states that no religious test shall ever be required as a
qualification to any office or public trust, an exclusionary provision, and outside the First Amendment the
only reference to religion in the entire Constitution.

The Presidential oath of office, as specified in the Constitution, reads, I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that
I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. No deity is mentioned, even in a general
sense, nor is swearing on a bible required.

By the time of the founding of the republic, American had already endured centuries of struggle for
religious freedom. Looking back through the funnel of history, the founding fathers all had connections to
some variety of what we now call Protestantism. It is important to keep in mind, however, that at the time,
the various Protestant persuasions were newer, and more radically different from each other, than they



may seem today. The founders wisely decided that the debates between and among these sects, as well as
all questions of religion, should be kept entirely out of the realm of government. The United States
Supreme Court has interpreted the intent of the founders to bar any governmental action that tends to
support one religion over another, one group of religions over any other (as for example Christianity or the
Judeo-Christian tradition), or even religion as opposed to atheism and humanism. In the words of founder
Thomas Jefferson, separation must exist between church and state in order to protect both political liberty
and religious freedom.

Despite the legal primacy of separation of church and state, Christianity and the Judeo-Christian tradition
represented in the bible are extremely important constituents of American culture.

IV. The Protestants
Today, a solid half of all Americans identify themselves as Protestants, but the Protestant heritage in the
United States extends well beyond numbers. For the first two centuries of English-speaking habitation of
the United States, encompassing the entire colonial era and the first fifty years of independence,
Protestants made up virtually the entire population. Protestant values, particularly regarding the
importance of individual freedom, self-reliance, hard work and thrift, had a deep effect on the
development of American capitalism. Protestant values also shaped America’s deeply pragmatic approach
to education as a means of self-improvement. Today’s emphasis on lifelong learning is one of the results.
When non-Protestant immigrants assimilated into American society, they often unknowingly adopted
Protestant values, even as their theological views varied. The process continues today.

Protestants have traditionally controlled both political and economic power in the United States, although



in such a pluralistic society, there are always exceptions. John F. Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, was the
only non-Protestant ever to serve as an American President, and his Catholicism nearly cost him the 1960
election. The first Roman Catholic Vice President came even later, with the election of Joe Biden in 2008.

American Protestantism exhibits a wide range of theological opinion, ranging from the idea that the bible
is a guide to the certainty that the book is the revealed word of God. This chapter describes a number of
the larger national denominations. Many, perhaps thousands, of unaffiliated Protestant churches exist in
the United States, however, ranging from urban storefronts to immense mega-churches. In fact, of the
more than 1000 churches that qualify as mega-churches (average weekend attendance of more than 2,000),
more than half have no denominational affiliation. All this goes to show that American Protestantism is an
extremely complex subject.

1. The Baptists
Baptists form the largest Protestant movement in the United States, comprising over 30 separate groups or
conventions. The largely white Southern Baptist Convention, with over 40,000 congregations, has over 16
million members, making it the largest individual Protestant denomination in the country.
African-American Baptist groups count almost as many members spread among five different
Conventions. The split between the races occurred after the Civil War when African-Americans left white
organizations (in which they faced segregation) to form their own denominations.

Baptists believe in the supremacy of the scriptures. Although they do form alliances in loose
confederations, Baptists groups do not have a formal church hierarchy. In fact, they call their
congregations denominations rather than churches. Each local denomination functions as an independent
autonomous unit. Baptists believe in baptism (by full immersion of the body into water) of believers,
rather than of infants. Beyond this basic tenet, however, there is no body of official Baptist doctrines.

Although they are active in all fifty states, Baptists hold particular sway in the Bible Belt region, which
covers much of the American south and includes Texas. Communities in this region, especially in rural
areas, are among the most religious in the country.

2. The Methodists
Methodism is second largest Protestant denomination in the United States. The United Methodist Church
forms the largest Methodist organization, but there are over a dozen others. While modern Methodism has
officially abandoned many of its more conservative views, and has become quite active in community and
social causes, American Methodism has traditionally been associated with very strict standards of personal
living regarding gambling, sex, alcohol, and other supposed vices. Over the course of American history,
Methodism has associated itself with reform activities involving abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage,
abolition of child labor, and the temperance movement.

Methodists believe in a triune single God manifested in the three persons of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. They believe that both Old and New Testaments of the Bible are the inspired word of God and
that salvation is available through Jesus Christ. The church has a flexible standard regarding baptism, by
sprinkling of water on the head or by full immersion of either infants or adults.

Methodism is a socially active religion, spelled out in its own social Creed, with a great number of



colleges, missions and hospitals to its credit. Its roots were in eighteenth century England with the
teachings of John Wesley, and hence many Methodist institutions include the name Wesleyan.

3. The Lutherans
The United States has approximately seven million Lutherans, members of more than twenty different
Lutheran church organizations. Lutheranism is particularly strong in the states of the upper Midwest
because many German and Scandinavian Lutheran immigrants settled there.

The Lutheran movement began in 1517 with Martin Luther's famous split from the Catholic church.
Lutherans emphasize theological doctrine. A young person must engage in a long study of the Lutheran
Catechism before becoming a full-fledged church member. Lutherans stress spirituality rather than strict
living.

As the world's oldest Protestant group, Lutheran worship retains many Catholic practices, such as holy
communion, in a simplified form. These include altars, crosses, vestments and candles that many other
Protestants find too elaborate, but that Lutherans use to enhance their religious devotions. Like most
Protestants, however, Lutherans believe that Christ is spiritually present in the sacrament of holy
communion, rather than physically present as the Roman Catholics believe.

4. The Presbyterians
Presbyterians number about six million in the United States, divided between the mainline Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), the evangelical Presbyterian Church in America, and a number of smaller Presbyterian
confederations. Presbyterianism originated in Scotland as part of the Calvinist Protestant movement. One
of its distinct traditions is the appointment of church members to function as deacons and elders. The
elders (Presbyters) govern their respective churches. Individual churches combine with each other into
presbyteries, depending on locality, which are in turn parts of larger synods. The system developed
initially as a rejection of the system of ruling bishops as used in the Church of England.

Presbyterians believe in the infallibility of the Bible as the revealed word of God, and in a definite (though
spiritual) concept of heaven and hell. Presbyterians believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and in
the Holy Trinity as the revelation of God in three manifestations. They practice Baptism by sprinkling
rather than immersion, of infants and un-baptized adults.

5. The Episcopalians
Although numbering scarcely more than two million members, the Episcopalians are the richest and most
powerful of all protestant groups in the United States. Eleven presidents of the United States have been
Episcopalians: Washington, Madison, Monroe, William Henry Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, Pierce, Arthur,
Franklin Roosevelt, Ford and George Herbert Walker Bush. Confederate President Jefferson Davis was
also an Episcopalian.

After the American Revolution, the Episcopal church broke from the Church of England (the Anglican
Church), while retaining most of its theology and ritual, as well as its system of governance by bishops.
Resistance to the often-made suggestion that the Episcopal church be made the national church of the
United States functioned as a key impetus behind the national doctrine of separation of church and state.



The Episcopal Church is both Catholic and Protestant, Catholic in that it retains much of Roman Catholic
ritual, sacraments, creeds and orders of the church, Protestant (or reformed) in that it rejects the authority
of the Pope, conducts services in English and re-emphasizes the authority of the Bible.

The Book of Common Prayer, first promulgated in 1549, forms the basis for Episcopal services. Like
Roman Catholics, Episcopalians have priests, although marriage of the clergy is allowed. Monks and nuns,
who are strictly contemplative and may not marry, also exist. Since 1974, the church has ordained women
as priests, although some dioceses continue to reject the practice.

6. The Congregationalists
Under the doctrine of Congregationalism, local church congregations govern themselves as autonomous
units. Most of these congregations today affiliate themselves with the United Church of Christ, which has
approximately one million members.

Congregationalism had a great part to play in the early history of the United States, especially in New
England. The so-called Pilgrim Fathers who landed at Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts in 1620 and the
Puritans who followed them were the forerunners of the Congregationalists. Congregationalists founded
many of America’s first universities, including several of New England most prestigious: Harvard, Yale,
Dartmouth, Amherst, Bowdoin, Middlebury, and Williams. Over the course of American history,
Congregationalists have been associated with liberal social views: calling for abolition of slavery,
women’s suffrage and temperance in earlier times, and active in the civil rights, gay rights, women’s rights
and abortion rights movements in more recent times.

Given the loose structure of these individual congregations, practice and theology varies. In general,
however, Congregationalists recognize the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion and the Holy
Trinity, but not the virgin birth of Jesus Christ or a strictly defined heaven and hell. They approach the
Bible not as a work to take literally, but as a resource for inspiration and interpretation.

7. The Disciples of Christ
The Disciples of Christ, also known as the Christian Church, has about 700,000 adherents. It is one of the
mainline Protestant denominations. The church originated during the 19th century on the American
frontier.

The church rejects dogmas, creeds, catechisms and rituals that it feels would obscure a simple basic belief
in Jesus Christ. It works on the concept of the priesthood of the laity in which local congregations govern
their own churches and determine their own means of worship.

Any basic acceptance of Jesus Christ by someone adult enough to know what they are doing followed by
baptism by immersion will qualify a person for membership. Because of its intentional lack of dogma,
many members or factions of the Disciples of Christ differ on such matters as the literal interpretation of
the bible, the virgin birth, abortion and other social issues.

8. Seventh-Day Adventists
The Seventh-Day Adventist Church has its origins in 19th century America. The seventh day portion of
the group’s title reflects its observance of Saturday as the Sabbath. The adventist portion reflects the



church’s tenet that the Advent, or Second Coming of Christ, is about to occur. The church counts more
than two million American members.

Seventh-Day Adventists keep the Sabbath. They worship on Saturdays and refuse to do secular work on
that day, preferring to do charity work or engage in family activities and meals. An important part of
Adventist Holy Communion, which takes place only four times a year, is the ritual foot washing called the
ordinance of Humility, based on Christ’s washing of his disciples’s feet at the Last Supper. Members
partake of a symbolic ordinance Supper after the ceremony is complete.

Adventists believe in a sense of destiny and consider it their duty to warn others of the impending end of
the world. They believe in the infallibility of biblical scripture. Their interrelated concepts of investigative
judgment and divine sanctuary deal with the process of salvation in the face of individual free will.

Since its beginning, the Adventist movement has been associated with concerns for the health and
wellbeing of practitioners (and of the public). Many Adventists are vegetarians or vegans. Some even
follow Jewish Kosher food practices. Many avoid tobacco, alcohol, caffeine, sodas, and a range of
substances thought deleterious to the health. In general, the stress is on clean living and socially
conservative attitudes toward entertainment, dress, and everyday comportment.

The Seventh-Day Adventist Church has an impressive record of maintaining schools, hospitals and
missionary organizations in the United States and around the world. These institutions are for the benefit
of all, reflecting the strong Adventist concentration on religious liberty.

9. The Quakers
A relatively small group that has played an important role in U.S. history has been the Quakers, members
of the religious Society of Friends. Originating in 17th century England, they were the original founders
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the city of Brotherly Love. Since early days, Quakers have been associated
with pacifism. Other Quaker customs, now largely extinct, but still referred to in popular culture, include
the custom of plain dress as well as plain speech (the use of the archaic familiar pronouns such as thou,
thee, thy and thine instead of the formal pronouns you, your and yours.) Persecution of Quakers by other
religious groups in both Great Britain and early America led to some of the earliest efforts to guarantee
religious liberty in America.

One of the keys to Quakerism is the participant’s highly personal relationship with God. Quakers believe
in an inner baptism and communion. In their meetings, all members bear witness to their principles and the
way they live their faith.

friends engage in two types of worship. In unprogrammed worship, which is without a leader, participants
remain silent to contemplate their own personal relationships with their God. Sometimes members are
loved to speak, in which case they will address the congregation. Programmed worship is similar to a
Protestant service, led by one of the members. Members engage in a variety of hymns, Bible readings,
prayers and periods of silence, often with a spiritually aware member to lead the meeting. Quakers have no
fixed worship ritual or creed, and understandably show great variance in practices among different
congregations. Hierarchical structure is minimal.



Most Quakers consider themselves Christians, but opinion is divided as to whether they qualify as
Protestants, since most Quakers reject both water baptism and celebration of the Eucharist.

IV. The Roman Catholics
Although Spanish and French colonization brought Roman Catholic settlers into what is now the United
States from the earliest days of European exploration, the original thirteen colonies that became the United
States after the American Revolution had few Catholic residents. German and Irish Catholics began to
arrive in the United States from the 1840s. Large numbers of Catholics arrived in the United States from
southern and eastern Europe around the turn of the 20th century. Late 20th and early 21st century Hispanic
and Filipino immigration brought new Catholic numbers. Today, Roman Catholics are the largest
individual religious denomination in the United States, accounting for just over 20% of the population.
The United States has the fourth largest Catholic population in the world, after Brazil, Mexico and the
Philippines. Protestants as a group taken together do outnumber Catholics, however.

Because of the diverse origins of the American Catholic population, Catholicism in the United States takes
on a multi-cultural tone. While not official, in practice individual Catholic churches often serve
parishioners of specific nationalities. The tone and appearance, even the architecture, of a church in an
Italian-American neighborhood will differ markedly from that of a church in an Irish neighborhood, even
if the Catholic ritual is identical. Churches serving the various ethnicities also provide religious services in
their respective languages, especially in the case of Spanish.

More than 400 individual bishops and archbishops administer the nation’s nearly 200 dioceses and
archdioceses. Among these bishops, several have the honorary title of cardinal. Although the bishops are
organized into the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, they are each individually answerable to direction
from the Holy See in Rome. Hence, no one individual acts as the head of the American Catholic Church.
Many thousands of priests take care of the front line religious work, assisted by an equal number of lay
ministers and deacons. Approximately 60,000 nuns and 5,000 monks make up the American religious



orders.

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Catholic Church in the United States had the misfortune to
suffer from a number of scandals involving sexual abuse of young people and children by priests,
aggravated by systematic administrative interference with investigations into the behavior (in popular
language, a massive cover-up ). Criminal prosecutions of priests tarnished the image of the Church.
Successful civil suits cost individual Catholic dioceses many millions of dollars in damages, sometimes
seriously compromising their ability to survive. The issue is ongoing.

1. Differences Between Catholics and Protestants
Roman Catholicism differs from Protestantism in two critical areas. Protestants believe in private
interpretation of the Bible. Catholics believe the Church is appointed by God as custodian of the Bible to
interpret the scripture. Most Protestants believe in a universal priesthood of all believers, while Catholics
have a specially ordained priesthood.

Catholicism runs by a set dogma, or series of rules, emanating from the Pope in Rome. American
Protestant groups, even when they have a set dogma, keep their hierarchy entirely inside the United States.

Where Protestants vary on social issues like divorce, birth control, abortion and homosexuality (many
leaving these questions to the consciences of their members), the Catholic church has set guidelines on
these matters. It also censors certain movies, plays and books, which Catholics may not read or attend.
Since Catholics are supposed to believe by absolute faith, they are expected to take the Church's word on
these matters.

It should be noted that the Catholic church is not as strict about tobacco, alcohol or gambling as some
Protestant churches are. The Catholic practices of confession and absolution tend to mitigate some of these
strictures.

Catholic priests may not marry, and they must be male. Many Protestant groups allow or even encourage
female clergy. In nearly all cases, Protestant ministers may marry.

2. Catholic Dogma
In Catholic theology, the concept of dogma refers to those truths the Church declares to be infallible and
indisputable. Catholic dogma is elaborate. Some major examples include:

 That God alone created the world
 That the Son of God became man in order to redeem men
 That Mary is truly the Mother of God
 That even in his fallen state man can attain religious and moral truths
 That Christ founded the Catholic Church and that he is the head of the Catholic Church
 That the Pope has full power over the government of the Catholic Church
 That Baptism is a true sacrament created by Christ and that Baptism of children is valid
 That the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ are substantially present in the Holy Eucharist
 That sins may be remitted with the Church’s absolution



 That Bishops are superior to priests

As with most religions, the administrative details are usually beyond the realm of the everyday
practitioner. The key to understanding the concept of Catholic dogma is in grasping its immutability; none
of it is subject to question. The actual meaning of the word catholic is universal. In theological terms, this
means that Catholicism is invariable all over the world. It is only in sociological and cultural terms that
American Catholicism shows a uniquely national character. An important aspect of this character relates to
Catholicism’s struggle to validate itself in a primarily Protestant country.

3. Catholic Parochial Schools
Called parochial schools to distinguish them from secular and Protestant private schools, Catholic schools
exist in many communities that have substantial Catholic populations. Local parishes often run elementary
schools, while dioceses tend to operate secondary schools. Religious orders and Catholic universities also
run parochial schools.

In some urban areas, parochial schools have better reputations for academic achievement than many public
schools. It is not unheard of for non-Catholics to send their children to parochial school for this reason.
These schools commonly have fewer discipline problems than public schools, facilitated by the almost
universal practice of requiring school uniforms. Catholic schoolchildren study the same academic subjects
as do traditional schoolchildren, with extra time allocated to religious instruction.

More than 200 Catholic universities and colleges exist in the United States, with an enrollment of
approximately one million students. The Catholic University of America in Washington DC is the nation’s
only pontifical university, founded by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in 1887. Most
other Catholic colleges exist under the auspices of one of the devotional or public service orders. The
Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), for example, operates Fordham University in New York, Georgetown
University in Washington, DC, Boston College, and 25 other institutions. The Sisters of Mercy operate 16
institutions, including St. Joseph College in Connecticut and St. Xavier University in Chicago. The
Vincentians run St. John’s University in New York and DePaul University in Chicago.

4. Discrimination Against Catholics
The founders of the United States, like the early population, were almost entirely of Protestant
background. Catholicism met much resistance in the United States until sheer numbers forced its
integration into American society. A deep anti-Catholic sentiment, inherited from Great Britain, existed in
colonial America. Some colonies had laws restricting or banning Catholicism. The settling of the colony of
Maryland by English Catholics was perhaps the only exception. At the time of the Revolution, Catholics
made up just over one percent of the American population. While the First Amendment to the Constitution
guaranteed freedom of religion, it did not compel Protestant Americans to accept Catholic newcomers.
Protestants resented Catholicism on theological grounds, often making fun of and belittling Catholic
religious rites and customs. The common Christian link between Protestantism and Catholicism meant
little.

As American Catholicism spread during the 19th century, anti-Catholic violence saw churches burned,
Catholics massacred, property destroyed, and the growth of anti-foreigner and anti-Catholic organizations
like the know Nothings. Beyond violence, Catholics routinely became victims of discrimination in



employment and housing.

By the turn of the 20th century, growing numbers, especially in the big cities, gave Catholics political
power, and yet the struggle continued. The unsuccessful presidential campaign of Al Smith in 1928, in
which Smith’s Catholicism became a divisive political issue, underscored the century of struggle. The
Catholicism of candidate John F. Kennedy nearly cost him the 1960 election, but Kennedy did win by an
extremely small margin against Richard Nixon. During both elections, opponents of the candidates
suggested that a Catholic, if elected president, would take orders from the Pope. The success of Kennedy’s
presidency and the tragedy of his assassination made Kennedy a mainstream and iconic American figure
whose religion became truly incidental. Kennedy’s election showed, perhaps, the last vestiges of endemic
anti-Catholicism.

In the 21st century, anti-Catholicism is mainly the purview of a small group of bigots, who also hate
everybody else. Young Catholics today are simply not aware of the hardships their ancestors had to face.
Religion-based prejudice is hardly gone, however. Islamic Americans today face equivalent
misunderstanding and intolerance.

V. Eastern Christians
The United States has more than four million people who are members of Eastern Orthodox churches. The
Greek and Russian branches of this church are the largest; there are also Serbian, Ukrainian,
Carpatho-Russian, Syrian, Rumanian, Bulgarian, Latvian, Estonian, Lithuanian and other branches.
Orthodoxy and Catholicism split officially in 1054. There are still great similarities in doctrine between
the two churches, though Orthodox Christians do not accept the Pope in the same way that Catholics do.
They believe the holy spirit proceeds from the Father and not from the Son as Roman Catholics do. They
do not believe in the Roman Catholic purgatory.



Eastern Orthodox clergy may marry. Until very recent times they almost always wore beards so as to be
more like Christ and the fathers of the church. Also until recently, worshippers would stand during
services. One of the hallmarks of the Orthodox faith is the veneration of icons and holy relics. In addition,
Orthodox Christians celebrate holidays like Christmas and Easter according to the Julian calendar, thirteen
days later than the Gregorian calendar most other churches use.



教 学 后 记

本章教学过程主要存在以下问题：

1. 由于课文内容较多，课堂时间有限，授课的过程中显得条理性不强，重点不

够突出，学生对本课内容的总体把握不够；

2. 学生预习工作做得不够，对本课内容不熟悉，对美国宗教的内容知之甚少，

上课积极性不足，对知识较为被动地接受；

3. 课本知识较为陈旧，而课外资料不足，难以弥补课本内容的缺陷。

解决措施：

1. 加强集体备课，对每一课的问题及时讨论解决，并通过讨论确定该课的重点

和难点内容，提高授课的条理性；

2. 课前将预习任务具体化，推荐相关时代性较强的学习资料，使学生掌握最新

的相关知识，并于课前对本课内容有足够的了解，便于课堂对问题进行讨论，

而不是纠缠于一些固定的知识点；

3. 在备课的过程中多准备一些与本课相关的趣味性的小知识和活动，增加问答

环节，提高学生学习的兴趣和注意力。

填写说明：

1、教案封面和首页每门课程按授课学期填写，只填一页。

2、教案内容（第 3、4页）按授课次数或周次填写，平行班教学教案只填写一份。

3、表中（ ）选项请打“√”；其中“授课方式”一栏可复选，即如果此门课程

既有课堂讲授又有实践课时复选。

4、“指定参考书”栏，请依次列出参考书名称、编（著）者、出版社及出版时

间。

5、请按照表格中所显示的字体格式填写，封面用“宋体，小三”，正文中文用“宋

体，小四”，英文用 Times New Roman字体。

6、表格间距可以调整，可另加附页。


